7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick MB 21701 


April 22, 1984 


Mr. George Lardner 
Washington Post 
1150 - 15th St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear George: 

Your excellent article in today's Outlook section is informative, constructive, 
and long overdue. But it is made misinformative by the subhead which begins, 
"The CIA doesn't lie." It may not lie to the oversight committees (although 
the late Senator Richard B. Russell told me it did) but it lies extensively 
to others, particularly to the courts in Freedom of Information cases. For 
the rest of us, not including such agencies as the FBI and its Department of 
Justice counsel, perjury and its subornation are felonies. For the CIA it 
is a way of life. 

If you believe I exaggerate, I have complete files on a number of my own 
cases and they are available to you. 

The CIA's lying is so institutionalized that its lower echelons lie - knowingly 
and deliberately - so that higher authority, for example its general counsel, 
not only lies but has no alternative. 

It is not only the Congress which either fears it or is unwilling to confront 
it. The record of the federal courts is even worse: they accept proven 
perjury and, when confronted with the proof, just ignore it. Except for 
vengeance, making the one who proves it suffer. 

Effective and successful intelligence operations do not require corruption. 

The CIA' s record shows that corruption and serious failures march hand in hand 
to disaster after disaster. 


If we are ever to have a successful and respectable intelligence service it 
must above all be honest, with itself and with others. It must live within 
the law, and not outside it. Only then can it have or deserve the nation s 
respect and its own and only then will the rest of the world trust it - and us 



cc: 


Stephen Rosenfeld 


